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Motivations

• Experiment shows that

– New technology is sometime disturbing

– Potential users are afraid of reading specifications

– If they manage to read the full documents they do not know how 
to start

– Samples are useful but starting from scratch is crippling 
especially when dealing with C++ and COM technology

– VARIANT, BSTR, Safearray and even pointers manipulation are 
the nightmare of non specialist
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Motivations

• This wizard has been developed for internal use in order 
to

– Quickly and simply provide to the end users with a simple 
framework 

• Reading the full specification is therefore not needed !

– Provide intuitive functions to access a Material Object

– Provide robust and efficient conversion functions for VARIANT, 
SafeArray,  BSTR, ....
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Wizard description

• At a user chosen location, a 
setup program installs the 
following directories and files
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Wizard description

Directory where wizard 

has been installed

New value provided 

each time wizard starts

User descriptions
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Wizard description

User selects interfaces 

to be supported

Warning: no consistency 

test on interfaces is 

performed
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Wizard description

User may specify the minimum number of input and output 

ports that must  be connected

User has to define port using                 
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Wizard description

User has to define parameters using

Parameters are defined with a type, a mode, a default 

value and a validity range

Array parameters are not managed though the wizard 
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Generated workspace & code
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Conclusion

• Institut Français du Pétrole has made available the 
Wizard to the CO-LaN membership.

– For the moment the Wizard is available only to the CO-LaN
membership.

• IFP will not maintain the Wizard

• IFP is not responsible of any consequence arising from 
the use of the Wizard. 

• Implementation has to follow strict programming rules. 
Remember that performance is extremely linked to the 
code quality....


